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Rabbi, Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, Cousins, and Friends:

Tomorrow in the synagogue we will read the Torah portion
Toledoth. It opens with the sentence:

"And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son." This

an e - _AnD S
is/especially fittingié&tbathﬁaué‘Igzﬁﬁ‘PQ{E}E@)On which to
celebrate my Bar Mitzva‘;;;ause my Hebrew name is Yitzchak or
Isaac. From my namesake Isaac I can learn many valuable ?3E?gns.
In this Torah portiong we learn that Isaac (or YitzcﬁEZinéﬁZed
to give thqlblessing of Abraham to Esau, the elder of his ‘Q/“‘
sons, Jacob and Esau. This is the blessing in which the great
spiritual truths ehd responsibilities of Judaism were officially
passed down from one generation to another.

But the question can be asked, Why did Yitzchak want to
give the blessing to Esau? Esau wasn't worthy. He was a good
hunter, but a playboy type. He wasn't a serious fellowgwho
could be trusted to carry out a spiritual blessing. In fact
he thought so little of his birtiright, as the eldest son,
that he sold it to Jacob years beforefor a pot of lentils.,
Lentils are a very poor kind of food. But Esau had been hungry
and wanted to eat. He didn't even ask for steak! He saw his
brother Jacob with the lentils and said to him, "Take the

birthright, just give me the lentils."

What could have moved Yitzehak to give Esau the blessing?
Well, the interesting thing 1s that nothing spiritual is mentloned

in the entire blessing. The words are:
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"So God give thee of the dew of heaven and of the fat places
of the earth and plenty of corn and wine. Let people serve
thee and nations bow down to thee. Be lord over thy ﬁg%gﬁ%;{“
and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee. Cursed be everyone
that curseth thee and Blessed be everyone that blesseth thee."
We can all see that there is nothing spiritual in this
biessing. In fact Yitzchak had not intended to give Esau
the blessing of Abraham, the spiritual leadership of the
Jewish people. Yitzchak had already decided that Jacob was
better qualified for this job. For Esau he had intended a
material blessing, one that promised wealth and worldly influende.
Esau would know how to use this kind of blesssing wisely. Each
brother would get what he was best able to handle. Whether he
was the oldest of the youngest did not matter. What did matter
was that each son was important in his own way. And, above all,
the spiritual heritage of the Jewish people woﬁ&ewprotected.
But Yitzchak's good intentions were upset. Rebecca, his
well meaning wife, sx=Zseeb did not know what his plans were.
They thought that Esau was to receive the blessing of Abraham
and they arranged for Jacob to disguise himself as Esau in order
to receive Esau's blessing. Esau uncovered the plote and felt
publicly disgraced by Jacob's action. Jacob did not realize the
gravity 6f shaming someone in public. The Rabbifs tell us that
for every tear of shame that Esau shed, Jacob, so to speak,
was punished. Esau swore revenge and forced his brother to

flee to another country. But before Jacob left, Yitzchak




image3.png
-3-

blessed him again and this time gave him the blessing of
Abraham.

I will always remember the example set forth by my
namesake, Yitzchak. He wanted the leadership of the Jewish
people to go to his son who was able to do the better Jjob,
not to the one who happened to be the oldest. At the same
time he wanted to give his eldest son what was right for him.

He wanted to do this while safeguarding the dignity and self-

respect of both sons. I *‘Ur(’— tld ,w'” Glu\h’s s'djez)uq(l) ‘t'{L
gy o se Reg<T A CE0ES
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I would like to thank my parents and grandparents for all

S

the love and devotion they have showered on me. May I give them
only nachas. I would also like to thank Rabbl Radinsky for
preparing me for my Bar Mitava. ¥ I would like to thank my
grand mothers, aunts, uncles, greataunts, great uncles, cousins,
and friends who have travelled to Lafayette to hear me tonight
and tomorrow morning. May I grow up to be a credit to my
family, my community, my religion, my country. And may I

always live up bo my full Hebrew name, Yitzchak Meir--Isaac,

the giver of light.




